
       
Planning & Zoning Minutes 

Maine Prairie Township 
June13, 2017 

 
Planning and Zoning meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Wicker/Zoning Administrator Froehling to approve May 9, 2017 Planning 
and Zoning meeting minutes. All in favor, motion passed. 
 
New Business:  
Tom Weber presented his final plat for approval. Motion by Supervisors Wicker/Kuechle to 
approve the final plat as presented. All in favor, motion passed. 
 
Joan Weyer – Variance Public Hearing: 
The hearing opened with Clerk Hunt reading the legal notice published in the Tri-County News 
on June 1 and June 8 notifying the residents of the hearing. There was one call and one letter 
received concerning this variance request. Joan Weyer is requesting a variance to allow 
placement of a 22’ x 26’ garage with a setback of 44’ from the center of East Shore Drive 
rather than the 63’ setback from the center of East Shore Drive as set forth in Stearns County 
Ordinance No. 439. Chair Loewen called for comments from the floor. There were no public 
comments. Motion by Supervisors Kuechle/Wicker to close the public hearing at 7:20 p.m. All 
in favor, motion carried. Brief discussion held among the Board. Hearing reopened. Motion by 
Supervisors Kuechle/Wicker to grant the Weyer variance request with no conditions. All in 
favor, motion carried.   
  
Ben & Ellie Fox – Certificate of Compliance: Ben and Ellie Fox were present to request a 
Certificate of Compliance in regard to their administrative subdivision to split 21.25 acres from 
Parcel ID #20.11336.0080 consisting of 120 acres owned by Fox Haven Farms. The Board 
discussed a concern in issuing a Certificate of Compliance due to ingress and egress to 
properties owned by Ellis Brothers Family Partnership, Walter N. Ellis Revocable Trust, James 
Stein, James and Robert Stein and Willard Stein adjacent to the Fox Haven property. The 
Board is requiring that an Easement Agreement be executed and recorded by all parties of 
interest. The easement should be 33’ in width. Motion by Chair Loewen, seconded by 
Supervisor Kuechle to approve issuing a Certificate of Compliance for the Fox Administrative 
Subdivision contingent upon receipt of an Easement Agreement executed by all affected 
parties. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Rick Bollman – Preliminary Plat: Rick Bollman was present to request Board approval for the 
preliminary plat of Bollman First Addition. Bollman wants to sell 6.45 acres (Lot 1) to his son 
and keep the remaining 13.63 acres (Lot 2) for himself for future building. Motion by Supervisor 
Wicker/Zoning Administrator Froehling to approve the preliminary plat of Bollman First 
Addition. All in favor, motion carried 
 
Frank Krippner/Mike Oster/Jeremy Fossen – Certificate of Compliance: A survey was 
submitted for Board review by Frank Krippner. Krippner is purchasing Tract A on the survey 



from Jeremy Fossen. When survey was complete it was discovered that there was an 
occupation issue with the parcel owned by Mike Oster (Oster Living Trust), address 17892 
121st Avenue, Kimball. Tract B was created as shown on the survey. Oster is requesting a 
Certificate of Compliance to set boundaries to Tract B from Tract A. Motion by Supervisors 
Kuechle/Wicker to grant Mike Oster a Certificate of Compliance for approval of boundaries. All 
in favor, motion carried.  
 
 
Eva Smith/Randy Meierhofer – Final Plat Approval (Mylars): 
Randy Meierhofer presented Ms. Smith’s final plat for approval. Motion by Supervisors 
Wicker/Kuechle to approve the final plat as presented. All in favor, motion passed. 
 
Jen Kuseske – Dog Kennel Permit: Jen Kuseske inquired about getting a Dog Kennel Permit 
for housing her 10 ten dogs. Zoning Administrator will issue a permit to Kuseske. Clerk Hunt 
will send Kuseske a copy of the Dog Ordinance. 
 
Marty View Circle Covenant Enforcement/Kurt Krippner/Out Building: Kurt Krippner, a 
property owner living in Marty View Circle was present inquiring if Maine Prairie Township 
enforces restrictions on covenants in the Township. Krippner is proposing to construct an out 
building in Marty View Circle but the restrictions of the covenant state that an out building 
needs to be 800 sq ft.in size or less, to which Mr. Krippner feels is not enough adequate space 
for the out building. Chair Loewen to consult with Township Attorney and inquire about Maine 
Prairie Township’s enforcement on covenant restrictions. 
 
Dale Rausch was present to request a map of Marty View Circle. 
 
Joseph Masberg Trust/Joan Masberg – Certificate of Compliance: Joan Masberg, Trustee 
of the Joseph Masberg Revocable Trust, and brother Jim Masberg were present to request 
board approval for an administrative split of 87.7 acres into Tract A lying west of State Highway 
15 consisting of 48.8 acres and Tract B lying east of State Highway 15 consisting of 38.9 
acres. Motion by Supervisors Kuechle/Wicker to issue a Certificate of Compliance to Joan 
Masberg, Trustee of the Joseph Masberg Revocable Trust, for this administrative split of 87.7 
acres into Tract A lying west of State Highway 15 consisting of 48.8 acres and Tract B lying 
east of State Highway 15 consisting of 38.9 acres. All in favor, motion passed. 
 
Zoning Administrator Froehling presented nine (9) permit for approval as follows: 
  
 Annandale Rock Products Gravel Pit Renewal    $50.00 
 Charles Konz  Gazebo     $50.00 
 William Amann  92’X62’House w/attached garage$100.00 
     64’X50’Shed 
 Daniel Stein   New Home w/attached garage     $150.00 
     Driveway off 75th Avenue 
 Vic Lochen   16’ X 16’ Screened Porch              $50.00 
 Brian Knapek  48’ X 82’ Pole Shed     $50.00  
 Kevin Krippner  New House w/attached garage     $100.00 



 Randy Meierhofer  Driveway off 133rd Avenue    $50.00  
  
 
There were no County permits for review. 
 
Motion by Supervisors Wicker/Kuechle to approve permits as presented. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
Old Business: 
Subdivision Changes/Township Subdivision Process: Stearns County is amending 
Subdivision Ordinance #230, this amendment reduces the time it takes for approval of minor 
plats. It is the decision of the Township Board as to how to proceed. The Board will need to 
decide if they still want the preliminary plat and final plat to come to a township meeting or if 
they are willing to reduce that to one meeting for the preliminary plat and then allow the Board 
chair to sign the final plat outside of meeting. 
 
After Board discussion it was decided to adopt Maine Prairie Township Resolution 2017-05, 
Resolution Adopting a Process for Reviewing Plats. By adopting this resolution, the Board is 
agreeing to reduce the plat approval process to signing the preliminary plat at a meeting and 
then allowing the Board chair to sign the final plat outside of meeting. The clerk will not be 
required to attest a signature to the final plat. Motion by Supervisor Wicker/Chair Loewen to 
adopt Maine Prairie Township Resolution 2017-05, Resolution Adopting a Process for 
Reviewing Plats. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Zoning Update from Stearns County:  In an ongoing effort to reduce dual permitting, Stearns 
County Environmental Services Department is asking all Townships to adhere to the 
Memorandums of Understanding and eliminate dual permitting. If Townships are not in favor of 
this change, the Stearns County Environmental Services Department is asking the Township 
to either amend the MOU to take on the role of permitting new homes (and other structures) or 
discontinue issuing permits for structures where the County is the permitting authority.  
 
Chair Loewen to consult with Township Attorney regarding Maine Prairie Township’s right to 
continue issuing Land Use Permits in Shoreland District. 
 
There being no further business, Motion by Supervisor Wicker/Chair Loewen to adjourn 
Planning and Zoning at 8:46 p.m. and reconvene to Board meeting. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted,,Lori Hunt,Clerk/Treasurer 


