
     Planning & Zoning Minutes 
Maine Prairie Township 

November 14, 2017 
 
Planning and Zoning meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Wicker/Zoning Administrator Froehling to approve October 10, 2017  
Planning and Zoning meeting minutes. All in favor, motion passed. 
: 
New Business: 
Construction Site Permit for a Cell Tower/Sprint c/o NTP Wireless: Sprint c/o NTP 
Wireless is seeking Township approval for a construction site permit for a cell tower. After 
Board discussion it was decided to deny the construction site permit application requested by 
Sprint due to not enough information at this time. Clerk Hunt to send an email to Kathleen 
Danaher, NTP Wireless, and ask for more information detailing what is being proposed.  
 
Variance Request – Lori Rippentrop: Lori Rippentrop was present to discuss the re-platting 
of two (2) parcels owned by Lori and Kurt Rippentrop in the A40 Zoning District, and to discuss 
a possible variance to build a 40’ X 80’ shed with a 15’ sidewall contingent upon approval of 
the re-platting of these two (2) parcels. The Rippentrop’s would like to build a patio home and 
shed, but the way the lot lines are at present the shed would be within the shoreland district. 
Surveyor Dan Krohn suggested re-platting the lots before the Rippentrop’s sell, which would 
allow them to change the lot lines and build the shed out of shoreland. The Board is not in 
favor of granting a variance for a shed if a hardship is not involved. The Board advised 
Rippentrop that a 4.5 acre to 10 acre lot would allow for a 2400 sq. ft. shed with a 14’ sidewall 
with no variance required. Rippentrop to consult with Surveyor Dan Krohn about other options. 
No action taken at this time. 
 
Zoning Administrator Froehling presented one (1) permit for approval as follows: 
 
 James Stelten 40’ x 60’ Pole Shed  $50.00 
 
There were seven (7) County permits for review as follows: 
 

     James Kuechle – 68’ X 114’ Storage Building 
     Travis Serbus – 59’ x 94’ House with Attached Garage 
     David & Jayne Lochen – 40’ x 100’ Commercial Storage Building 
     Joseph & Sherry Krippner – 2-18’ Diameter Grain Bins 
     Derryn J Grey Rev Trust – 2nd Story Addition on existing Cabin and Additions 
     Derryn J Grey Rev Trust – Deck 
     Triple D Enterprises LLC – 32’ x 40’ Office Addition  
 

Clerk Hunt to send letters to the seven (7) County permit holders above, notifying them to contact 
Zoning Administrator Froehling to obtain a Land Use Permit, which is also required by the 
Township.  

 



Motion by Supervisor Kuechle/Chair Loewen to approve permits as presented. All in favor, 
motion carried. 
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MOU With Stearns County:  The Board discussed the Maine Prairie MOU provision wherein 
the Township cannot issue permits within the shoreland district. After Board discussion, Clerk 
Hunt to send a letter to Chelle Benson, Stearns County Environmental Services Department, 
informing the County that Maine Prairie Township intends to issue Land Use Permits 
throughout the entire Township and, in turn, expects the County to notify residents that they 
need to obtain a Land Use Permit from the Township when they apply for a permit. 

 
There being no further business, Motion by Supervisor Kuechle/Chair Loewen to adjourn 
Planning and Zoning at 8:00 p.m. and reconvene to Board meeting. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lori Hunt, Clerk/Treasurer 


