
    Planning and Zoning Meeting Minutes 
  Maine Prairie Township 
       November 9, 2021 

 
 
Public Hearing – Knife River-North Central (Tom Sommers’ Pit) Amendment to IUP to 
Extend Mining (PID 22.11741.0000): Chair Kuechle opened the hearing with Clerk Hunt 
reading the legal notice published in the Tri-County News on October 28 and November 4, 
2021 informing residents of the public hearing. There were no calls or letters received 
concerning the legal notice. The purpose of the hearing was to act on an amendment to 
Interim Use Permit 1123. Application was received from Knife River Corporation – North 
Central, requesting to extend the mining area an additional 3.9 acres to allow for gravel mining 
on 39.9 acres of land owned by Tom and Rhonda Sommers, PID 20.11741.0000. Knife River 
is proposing a four (4) year permit. Chair Kuechle called on representative Ron Klinker, Knife 
River Corporation, to review what Knife River is proposing for the site. Klinker explained that 
Knife River will be extending the mining area an additional 3.9 acres. Chair Kuechle called for 
questions and concerns from the floor. There were none. Motion by Supervisor Loewen/ 
Supervisor Wicker to close the hearing at 7:30 p.m. All in favor motion carried. After board 
discussion, a discrepancy was noted in Permit 1123. A correction was made to Permit 1123 
changing the number of acres from 39 acres to 36 acres. The Board agreed that all conditions 
of Permit 1123 will remain in effect except condition D.  Unanimous decision of Board that 
Condition D will be changed to require Knife River Corporation – North Central to submit a 
financial guarantee (bond or letter of credit), in the amount of $2,500 per acre of open pit to 
ensure compliance with the conditions of the permit and to ensure that the reclamation will be 
completed in accordance with the proposed plan. Hearing reopened. Motion by Supervisor 
Loewen/Supervisor Wicker to grant Amended Interim Use Permit 1179 to Knife River 
Corporation – North Central with all conditions as set forth in Permit 1123 except Condition D. 
All in favor, motion carried. The permit will expire on 12/31/2025. Motion by Supervisors 
Wicker/Loewen to adjourn the hearing at 7:40. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Public Hearing – Knife River-North Central (Tom Sommers’ Pit) IUP for Temporary 
Asphalt and Concrete Mixing Plant (PID 20.11741.0500): Chair Kuechle opened the public 
hearing with Clerk Hunt reading the legal notice published in the Tri-County News on October 
28 and November 4, 2021 notifying residents of the hearing. There were no calls or letters 
received concerning this legal notice. Chair Kuechle called on Ron Klinker, Knife River 
representative, to review what they are proposing for this site. Klinker explained that Knife 
River is proposing to place a temporary concrete and asphalt mixing facility on site for various 
projects in the area. The facility will be placed on property PID# 20.11741.0500. No structures 
will be built and all equipment is portable and on wheels and will be moved off site when 
asphalt and concrete mixing operations are completed. Klinker stated that Knife River is 
proposing a four (4) year permit. Chair Kuechle called for questions and concerns from the 
floor. There were none. Supervisor Wicker/Supervisor Loewen made a motion to close the 
public hearing at 7:40 p.m. All in favor, motion carried. Board discussion: After Board 
discussion, there were no further comments. Hearing reopened. Motion by Supervisor 
Wicker/Supervisor Loewen to grant the Interim Use Permit 1178 to Knife River Corporation – 
North Central with the conditions as set forth in the permit. All in favor, motion carried. 



Supervisor Loewen/Zoning Administrator Froehling made a motion to adjourn the hearing at 
7:50 p.m. All in favor, motion carried. This permit expires 12/31/2025. 
 
Planning and Zoning meeting opened at 7:50 p.m 
  
Motion by Supervisor Wicker/ Zoning Administrator Froehling/ to approve the October 12, 2021 
Planning and Zoning meeting minutes. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
Gravel Mining and Processing IUP Bond Amount (Letter of Credit):  This matter is tabled 
until the December 14, 2021 meeting. 
 
Matt Pater – Firearm’s Business:  Mr. Pater was not present. 
 
Temporary Moratorium on New Solar Farms: Stearns County will continue to regulate solar 
farms in the township. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
Review and Approve Township Permits: Two (2) permits were issued as follows: 
 
 Dennis Loewen 10’ x 22’ Shed   $50.00 
 John Wicker  24’ x 104’ Lean To   $50.00 
 
Review County Permits: None 
 
There being no further business, motion by Supervisors Kuechle/Loewen to adjourn at 8:15 
p.m. All in favor, motion carried. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lori Hunt 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


